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Summary

This is a combination of three presentations (letters) to a
private group of Iraqi intellectuals in Amman, Jordan in 2024,
with the common theme of the separation of religion and
politics.

The first letter compares the methodology of scientific
measurements with the assessments of religion and politics.
Validity and precision in science follow highly developed
objective methods while the discussion of religion and politics
are often controversial. Seeking parallels with science promises
to provides better clarity from a neutral perspective. The letter
suggests that religiosity is highly validated in the eye of the
believer but lacks precision when comparing alternatives, while
politics is often precise but lacks religious validity, concluding
that religion and politics are fundamentally different but
functionally complement each other.

The second letter is a brief review of recent studies of
victimhood in the context of the Israeli-Arab conflict.
Victimhood is a difficult concept to quantify on individual level
but enjoys increasing academic interest as socio-psychological
research quantified by surveys. The letter discusses the main
conclusions of five research articles, and highlights the
disastrous situation when religion replaces political interests,
i.e. when historic victimhood dictates political purpose. One
noteworthy contemporary conclusion: Israeli public opinion on



war will shift to moderation if there is risk of losing third party
(US) support.

The third letter is a review and commentary on a recent book
regarding the causes of historical economic failure of nations,
the book saw the main cause of failure as the rule of the elite,
which suffocates growth incentives to institutions and
individuals. The book had scant mention of Iraqg's recent
history.

The letter extracts quotes to explain the thesis and extends the
ideas to describe gradual encroachment of the military elite on
power during the monarchy and up to the invasion of 2003,
which brought a religious ruling elite with disastrous
consequences on the institutions of the state.
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